56               JOURNEY   WITH OUT   END
that they broke loose and stampeded. Officers and N.C.O.s
appeared from all over the place and a mass of orders,
many of them contradictory, cut across the din. The
whole place was in confusion. Somebody had the sense to
release the trapped monkey, and the others gradually dis-
persed. By a miracle not one of us was bitten. But it took
us some hours before we had rounded up the last of the
horses, some of which had sustained severe injuries and had
to be destroyed.
After this debacle it was hardly surprising that there was
a general parade. The C.O. gave us all a severe dressing-
down, and with justification. He pointed out that the
whole affair was completely childish and that our behaviour
was a disgrace to the service. We had lost some horses,
antagonized the natives, caused an unholy disturbance, and
were lucky to escape injury ourselves.
" I don't know who is to blame," he went on, " and I am
not going to ask anybody to come forward. It is difficult
for me to punish everybody, but just to impress the folly of
your action on you I am going to order that everybody
except the actual drivers shall march to-morrow, and the
next day some of you will have to change places with the
drivers so that they can take their turn. Perhaps that will
teach you not to play about with animals. It's lucky for
you they were only monkeys." Needless to say I was not
exactly popular with those who knew the facts of the case,
and I have never concealed the stupidity of the whole
business.
Altogether this was to be an adventurous journey. At a
later stage one of the native servants reported that a hyena
had been seen hiding in a nullah, a deep ravine at the side
of the road. It may have been asking for trouble, but we
were only young soldiers, and this was our first experience
of jungle life. It we learn by experience, I have certainly
learned a good deal:about what to do, and especially what
not to do, in similar circumstances. But at the time I was,
only serving my novitiate. Xnyway, I gathered a few
friends and went off down the ravine to see if we could spot
this hyena,